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Antibiotic Options Available to Cataract Patients

Dear Cataract Patient,

You have been given a prescription for a 4th generation fluoroquinolone antibiotic in preparation for your
medically required cataract operation. | have made the decision to prescribe this drug as it is one of the most
effective medications for preventing infection associated with cataract surgery. There are now two 4th
generation fluoroquinolone drops available in Canada. The manufacturers of each new drug had submitted
their information to the government of BC in the summer of 2004 and | had anticipated that by now
PharmaCare would approve and cover these drugs. Unfortunately as of January 15, 2005. PharmaCare still
covers only the older 3rd generation fluoroquinolone known as Ocuflox (ofloxacine). We have used Ocuflox for
a number of years and although it remains effective it is no longer the best antibiotic at killing bacteria on and
in the eye.

The drug manufacturer tells me that the wholesale cost of Vigamox is $12.00 per bottle and the patient price
including dispensing fee varies from $18.00 to $27.00 depending upon the dispensing pharmacy.

| understand that when the government refuses to change their formulary to include new and better drugs they
deem the drug “NOT TO BE A BENEFIT” and they pay nothing towards its cost. This means that a government
bureaucrat rather than your ophthalmologist is choosing your therapy. My recommendation is to use the newer
drug however | understand the realities of extra costs. Since PharmaCare has chosen not to cover the 4th
generation drug you may use this letter as my authority to ask your pharmacist to substitute Ocuflox
(ofloxacine) for the prescribed Vigamox (moxifloxacin hydrochloride). The instructions for use are the
same for either antibiotic.

The government’s spin doctors have called their plan “Fair Pharmacare”. If indeed their plan was intended to
be fair, two reasonable questions are:

* When a new drug is shown to be scientifically superior for a particular purpose what is a reasonable time
period before the government includes the new drug in their “Pharmacare” formulary?

» When the government refuses to accept a new and better drug as a benefit for a medically necessary service
why doesn’t the government pay the amount of the older less effective drug leaving the patient to pay only
the difference in cost for the better drug?

A cynic might conclude that “Fair PharmaCare” means exactly the opposite and that anyone using the phrase
is more interested in restricting patient benefits rather than in securing the best health outcomes for
British Columbians!

Should you wish to ask your MLA, and Health Minister about their “Fair Pharmacare” plan contact information
is provided on the back of this letter.

Yours Sincerely,

ol

Murray McFadden, MD

NOTE TO PHARMACIST:
This note can be used as my authority for any of my patients having a prescription for Vigamox (moxifloxacin
hydrochloride) to have you substitute Ocuflox (ofloxacine) as per the government “Fair Pharmacare” program.
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Honourable Shirley Bond
Minister of Health Services

Phone: 250 953-3547
Fax: 250 356-9587

PO Box 9050
STN PROV GOVT
Victoria BC V8W 9E2

Ministry of Health Services

E-mail:

HLTH.Health@gems1.gov.bc.ca

Telephone Toll-free in BC:
1-800-465-4911

PharmaCare

Phone Toll-Free in BC
1-800-554-0250

In the Lower Mainland
(604) 682-6849

Attention: Paul Chazottes
A/Director of PharmaCare
Operations and Systems
Ministry of Health

PO Box 9655 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9P2

MLA: Lynn Stephens
Langley

E-mail:
lynn.stephens.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.lynnstephensmla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
6A, 5761 Glover Road
Langley, BC V3A 8M8

Phone: 604 532-3693
Fax: 604 532-3696

MLA: Hon. Rich Coleman
Fort Langley-Aldergrove
Minister of Public Safety
and Solicitor General

E-mail:
rich.coleman.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.richcolemanmla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
101B, 27336 Fraser Highway
Aldergrove, BC V4W 3N5

Phone: 604 607-6200
Fax: 604 607-6205

MLA: Hon. Kevin Falcon
Surrey-Cloverdale
Minister of Transportation

E-mail:
kevin.falcon.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.kevinfalconmla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
108, 17700 No. 10 Highway
Surrey, BC V3S 1C7

Phone: 604 576-3792
Fax: 604 576-3797

MLA: Gordon Hogg
Surrey-White Rock

E-mail:
gordon.hogg.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.gordonhoggmla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
130, 1959 152nd Street
Surrey, BC V4A 9E3

Phone: 604-542-3930
Fax: 604-542-3933

MLA: Jagrup Brar
Surrey-Panorama Ridge

E-mail:
jagrup.brar.office@leg.bc.ca
Phone: 250-387-3677

MLA: Tony Bhullar
Surrey-Newton

E-mail:
tony.bhullar.mla@leg.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
266, 12899 76 Avenue
Surrey, BC V3W 1E6

Phone: 604 501-3188
Fax: 604 501-3200

MLA: Hon. Brenda Locke
Surrey-Green Timbers
Minister of State for Mental
Health and Addiction Services

E-mail:
brenda.locke.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.brendalockemla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
100, 10366 136A Street
Surrey, BC V3T 5R3

Phone: 604 586-2791
Fax: 604 586-2795

MLA: Dave S. Hayer
Surrey-Tynehead

E-mail:
dave.hayer.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.davehayermla.ca

Constituency Office:
202, 15988 Fraser Highway
Surrey, BC V3S 2W4

Phone: 604 501-3201
Fax: 604 501-3233

MLA: Elayne Brenzinger
Surrey-Whalley

E-mail:
elayne.brenzinger.mla@leg.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
101, 13401 108th Avenue
Surrey, BC V3T 5T3

Phone: 604 586-2740
Fax: 604 586-2800

MLA: Hon. Michael de Jong
Abbotsford-Mount Lehman
Minister of Forests

E-mail:
mike.dejong.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.mikedejongmla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
103, 32660 Dahlstrom Ave
Abbotsford, BC V2T 4V6

Phone: 604 870-5486
Fax: 604 870-5444

MLA: Hon. John van Dongen
Abbotsford-Clayburn
Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries

E-mail:
john.vandongen.mla@leg.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
102, 2286 McCallum Road
Abbotsford, BC V2S 3P4

Phone: 604 870-5945
Fax: 604 870-5950

MLA: Valerie Roddick
Delta South

E-mail:
val.roddick.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.valroddickmla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
5080 48th Avenue
Delta, BC

V4K 1V8

Phone: 604 940-7924
Fax: 604 940-7927

MLA: Reni Masi
Delta North

E-mail:
reni.masi.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site:
www.renimasimla.bc.ca

Constituency Office:
Harvard Court, Suite 203
6935 Scott Road

Delta, BC V4E 2A8

Phone: 604 501-3186
Fax: 604 501-3121

A complete list of MLAs can be found online at http://www.legis.gov.bc.ca/mla/3-1-6.htm



